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Life in the Foreign Service
Alum trades major embassies for the chance to make a real difference
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Hans Klemm ’79 spent a day on campus in
February talking to classes about life as
the U.S. ambassador to Timor-Leste and
meeting with students interested in the
Foreign Service.

ence in Timor-Leste for several reasons,
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Hans Klemm ’79 has always been a

a system of checks and balances and
guarantee of fundamental human rights,
among other principles.
U.S. aid in the country also promotes
social and economic development. Klemm
says Timor-Leste is getting a lot of support from other countries, as well as the
United Nations, which, along with
Australia, has troops and police in the
country to provide security and stability
until institutions are strengthened enough
for the country to sustain democracy on
its own.
While serving as ambassador to TimorLeste comes with sacrifices—such as a
commuter marriage (his wife works in
Japan)—and sometimes difficulties,
Klemm is honored to have the chance to
help a nation stabilize and grow.
“I’m proud to represent the president
of the United States, the U.S. government, and the people as a whole,” he
says.
—Abby Malik
Coordinator of Media Information

23

